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CIA Afghan Aid Tilted by Saudi Priorities 

M he Saudi Arabian government's s#>rr#>t- .t.. . . . 


T he Saudi Arabian government's secret 

matching-funds arrangement with the Central 
Intelligence Agency on military aid to the 

h3S 8trings attached; 

Much of the $1.5 billion the Saudis have 

contobuted to the anti-Soviet rebels has gone to 
Saudi-favored guerrilla groups that are not only the 
feast Pr<> Western but also the least effective. V 

n » e n U ‘ S ' 3,d t0 the Afghan Mujaheddin began 
our intelligence sources say, the Saudis have * * 

Sa? T^rM 68 ! 10 " 31 appropr ' at ' ons dollar for 
ibr. The CIA station chief in the capital city of 

f.^ adh rec *! v ® d Sau di money for the rebels. In 

tlwT’ '" di y ,dua ! Saudis have donated millions on 
their own to favorite Afghan rebel leaders. 

But our sources charge that the Saudi 
involvement in the CIA’s supposedly covert 

L rm8 3 ly program has tj >ted the aid toward 
Mujaheddin groups that aren’t doing much of the 

g TherV, may Wdl tUrn ° Ut t0 he anti-American. 
. are main rel)e I groups that form a 
loroe coalition. Three could be considered 

moderate in their politics and pro-Western in their 
orientation. The remaining four, favored by the 
Saudis, are more conservative Moslem groups 
seeking lo TOke Afghanistan an Islamic slate 
The Saudis wish has been the CIA's command 
despite congressional intentions in the matter ’ 

For example, one of the four Saudi-favored ' 
Mujaheddin groups, led by Rassoul Sayaf, has 
received 20 percent of the CIA-Saudi arms 
supply-even though it has only about 2 percent of 


the total guerrilla strength in the field. Savaf s 
strong Saudi backing would account for the 
disparity (On one occasion in May 1984, the Saudi 
ambassador to Pakistan delivered $10 million to 

wiss bank account into which more than $10 
million in Iran arms sales profits was channeled was 

theMuSr ^ $5 °° intend «* 2? 

Purthermore, it is known that former national 

AfXJrl R0bert C * McFarlane discussed 
ghan resistance contributions— and aid to the 

- r r an contras— on several occasions with 
Saudi Prince Bandar bin Sultan 

Stm 8er antiaircraft missiles 
Mk7 3t year went f,rst » Saudi-favored 
2* f°y- Afetan rebel leader, who had 

Footnote: We have learned that the Stinger 
shipmentsjflnch were halted in early January 
have started up again. The Afghan rebels beran 
receiving the first of an expected 600 Stingers in 
mid-April. Our sources say the Mujaheddin 8 trained 
y American experts, have achieved 60 percent 
effectiveness against Soviet aircraft. 
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